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Proposition 14: A Blank Check
for Bureacracy

Last year, aller intensive negotiolions belwesn Growers,
represemiatives of farm lalborers, legislators and the Gover-
nor, the Agricultural Labor Relations Act of 1975 was
passed, giving farm workers the rigit to select and join un-
ions of their own choosing. It was heralded as a landmark in
farm labor relations,

But there were problems. A biased Agricultural Labor Fe-
lations Board, (ALRE) a new bureaucracy that was spending
a year's budget in less than siy months, incensed the stale’s
growers (lhey were promised an impartial board) and in-
furiated most legislalors.

it became almost automalic for 2 union to charge “unfair
labor practices” if they lost an eloction, There were dispules
about dispules. When the ALRE found itself completely out
’ awillion more, the legislature

of funds and reqgueslo
refused o grant addilional funding wtil some olaring in-
equilies were correolod,

No sooner had the ALEE lapsed into limbo than the
United Farm Workers of Aeiica — AFL-CIC (UFWA) bhegan
an initiative campaign. Maintaining that the AL was out of
existence, UFWA qualificd an initia
the November 2 Goenoral Eloction Fallot. The initialive is
UFWA's idea of how farm labor in Calitornia should be han-
dled. The inifiative repaeals the Agricultural Labor Relations
Act of 1975 and replaces the exisling statule with it own
version,

Voters will be told in ballot arguments by Cesar Chavez,
Lieutenant Governor lervyn M. Dymally, ancd Assemblyman
Richard J. Matorre el “the right 0 vole is stil ot issuoe . . "
This deliberalely wmisleads volers, The existing law rants
workers the right 1o vole. The ALRE is in existence and the
Board has been changed o more accuralely reflect an ob-
Jective viewpoinl., Bul the initialive is sl with us ... an
initiative that carries the polential of emasculating Califor-

nia's premier industey, poses stoggering costs to laxpayers

and would erode private property rights.

This ballot proposilion, it passed, would give unions a
virtual strangle-hold on the state’s agriculture industry . .
to find out what this will mean to all Californians, read the
next three pages of this report ...
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